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REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 



THE POPULATION OF PARIS. 



Population de Paris ; Remarques demographiques sur I'habitat 
urbain. By G. Lagneau. 

In the Bulletin de V Academie de Medecin for June 27 and July 28, 
1893, M. G. Lagneau gives an interesting paper on the effects, as 
shown by vital statistics, of city life in Paris. France offers an 
excellent field for the study of demography, because of the almost 
unique phenomena which it presents. These phenomena, together 
with the effects of sedentary life, cramped quarters, poor air, etc., in 
Paris, are ably discussed in this valuable paper. 

In the period from 1801 to 1891 the population of France increased 
from 26,930,756 to 38,343,142, or about one-half. During the same 
period the population of Paris increased from 547,756 to 2,447,957, 
or four and one-half times. Together with this increase of the popu- 
lation of Paris there was a slight increase in territory, due to the 
absorption of suburban towns. The density of population, which was 
489 inhabitants per hectare in the 17th century, was reduced by these 
additions to 340 in 1856, and to 310 per hectare in 1891. 

The urban population of France (». e., the joint population of all 
cities having more than 2000 inhabitants) increased from 8,646,743 
in 1846 to 13,766,508 in 1886, while the population of all France 
increased from 35,400,486 to only 38,341,142 during the same period. 
From this it is apparent that the rural population must have decreased, 
as is shown more clearly by the following summary : — 

Percentage of Total Population of France. 





Year. 


Urban Population. 


Rural Population. 






1840 


24.42 


75.58 






1866 


27.31 


72.69 






1866 


30.46 


69.54 






1876 


32.44 


67.56 






1886 


35.95 


64.05 
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According to this summary the urban population has increased 
from less than one-fourth of the total population of France to more 
than one-third, and the rural population has decreased from more 
than three-fourths to less than two-thirds. 

The French population, if examined by ages, shows certain interest- 
ing facts. There is a great diminution in the native-born population 
from the time of birth to the age of one year. From this age on the 
diminution by ages should be more or less regular, provided that the 
population is not increased by immigration. The regular diminution, 
however, does not begin until the age of 30 years, because of the 
great numbers of foreigners, who are usually between the ages of 20 
and 30 years. This fact is even more noticeable in Paris than it is 
in the entire Republic. In 1886 there were in Paris 171,594 souls 
between the ages of 15 and 20 years, 223,000 between the ages of 20 
and 25, and 251,672 between the ages of 25 and 30. From this age 
the numbers diminish to 229.319 between 30 and 35, and to 153,429 
between 45 and 50 years of age. 

The female sex predominates in the population of Paris. Girls, 
who mature earlier than do boys, apparently migrate to Paris at an 
earlier age. In 1891, for example, there were 97,368 boys and 
98,650 girls between the ages of 15 and 20 years. These figures 
increased to 98,004 boys and 132,980 girls between the ages of 20 
and 24 years. 

In regard to social state, the Parisian population may be summar- 
ized as follows : — 

Girls under 15 years of age ) t 515 949 
Boys " 18 •' " " i 

Unmarried persons 717,198 

Married persons, 970,715 

Widowers and widows, 210,423 

Divorced persons, 10,425 

This summary shows that about one-half only of the adult popula- 
tion are married. 

In 1886 the nativity of the Parisian population as compared with 
that of the Republic is as follows : — 



Native of community where enumerated 

Native of the same department 

Native of foreign lands or different community. 



In each 100 Inhabitants 



Of France. 



00.5 
23.5 
16.0 



Of Paris. 



36.1 
3.2 

60.7 
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All of these facts bear upon the causes of the present demograph- 
ical position of Paris, which is partly shown by the following statis- 
tics : — 

In 1891, in France, there were 23.69 births per 1000 inhabitants. 
" " " Paris " " 25.02 " " " " 

These figures, however, suggest erroneous conclusions, for the birth 
rate in Paris is, in reality, less than that of France, as a whole. It 
appears greater only because the proportion of adults in the child- 
bearing age is much greater than in France. For comparison of 
natal statistics we should employ only individuals between the ages 
of 15 and 60 years. Now, in France the proportion of births to 1000 
of the inhabitants between the ages of 15 and 60 years is 39.37, 
whereas in Paris the proportion is only 34.39, or one birth to every 
29.07 adults. 

As regards illegitimacy France and Paris show quite different 
figures. 

In 1890 in France there were 91.5 legitimate and 8.5 illegitimate 
in each 100 births. In 1891 in Paris there were 72.42 legitimate 
and 27.58 illegitimate in each 100 births. 

Furthermore, in all of France in 1890 there were 2.84 births per 
marriage. In Paris in 1891 there were 1.93 births per marriage. 

In France in 1886, 20 per cent of all families had no living chil- 
dren. In Paris in 1886, 32.3 per cent of all families had no living 
children. 

In France in the period 1881-85 there were 45 still births per 
1000 confinements. In Paris in 1891 there were 71.73 still births per 
1000 confinements. 

The army records show that not only is the birth rate lower in 
Paris than in France, but the quality also is poorer. M. Lagneau 
shows, for example, that the height of males and females in Paris is 
less than that of other inhabitants of France. 

In France from 1881 to 1890 there were 20.71 deaths per 1000. 
In Paris from 1881 to 1890 there were 24.84 deaths per 1000. 

In France 23.31 per cent of infants died before the age of one 
year. In Paris 29.32 per cent of infants died before the age of one 
year. 

The average age of Parisians is 28 years and 19 days. This is 
15 years less than the average age which M. Turquan finds for the 
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inhabitants of France, 
following table : — 



The mortality by ages may be shown by the 



Surviving from 10,000 
Newly-Born Infants. 

At birth, 10,000 

At the age of 1 year, 7,068 

1 5 years, 5,294 



15 

25 
35 
45 

55 
65 
75 
80 



4,992 
4,626 
4,165 
3,573 
2,836 
1,886 
734 
265 



It is shown above that in Paris there is one birth to each 29.07 
adults, or one birth for every 29.07 years of each adult in the child- 
bearing age. Also the average length of life of the Parisian is 28.05 
years. Using these figures, and barring out immigration, the popula- 
tion of Paris in the next generation would be reduced from 2,424,703 
to 1,698,679, and in the eighth generation the population of Paris 
would be reduced to 140,700. 

M. Lagneau cites as the principal causes of the present poor demo- 
graphical position of Paris, first, loose social laws, which lead to late 
marriages, and to prostitution and adultery, instead of marriage ; 
second, imperfect precautions against disease, especially of infants. 

G. N. C. 

Columbia College, 1894. 



FEMALE LIFE MORTUARY EXPERIENCE. 



Female Life Mortuary Experience of the New England Mutual 
Life Insurance Company. Compiled by Walter C. Wright, Actuary. 

The subject of the comparative mortality of male and female lives 
has of late received its due share of attention. The facts as hitherto 
presented have seemed anomalous and indicative of some inadequacy 
in the selection of female risks, or of a singular increase of relative 
risk, because of insurance itself ; for, while all mortality tables which 
are drawn from statistics of the general population, or of annui- 
tants, show women to be longer-lived than men, the tables from 
assured lives have almost invariably made a contrary showing. It is 
a relief, therefore, to find that in the experience of the New England 



